Advantages of Interpretive Compilers

· Easier to generate pseudo-code than real machine code

· Easily made user friendly

· Allows quick prototyping of new languages

· Allows for easy porting to new machines - interpreters are easy to write and to debug

· Can be made very portable by using a well-defined pseudo-code
· Can implement a whole range of languages easily on  wide range of different machines

· Useful in connection with cross-translators which can be tested by simulating the target machine
· Pseudo-code is very compact (more so than real machine code).  Hence interpretive compilers can be run on small machines
· Easy to cover in an introductory course!
Disadvantages of Interpretive compilers

· Much slower “object code” than is the case with real machine code.  Slow-down factors of 10 - 100 are fairly common.

