Terminal start sets and the FIRST function (1)
· The set FIRST(A) of the non‑terminal  A  is defined to be the set of all terminals with which a string derived from  A  can start, that is 

 
a  (  FIRST(A)     if  A ( a    (A  (  N  ;   a  (  T  ;     (  (N ( T ) *   )

· The set FIRST() of a general string   is the set of all terminals with which   or a string derived from    can start, that is 

 
a  (  FIRST()      if    ( * a    (a ( T  ;     ,   (  (N  ( T ) *   )

It is important to distinguish between FIRST() and FIRST(A). 

The string    might consist of a single non‑terminal  A, but in general it might be a concatenation of several symbols. 

