Deterministic Top-down Parsing
The task of the front end of a translator is not the generation of sentences in a source language, but the recognition of them.  

This implies that the generating steps which led to the construction of a sentence must be deduced from the finished sentence.  

How difficult this is to do depends on the complexity of the production rules of the grammar.  

For Pascal‑like languages it is, in fact, not too bad, but in the case of languages like Fortran and C++ it becomes quite complicated.

Many different methods for parsing sentences have been developed.  

We shall concentrate on a simple but effective one:


top‑down parsing by recursive descent
