
Learning 

 

Student 

 

Teacher 

 

Course 

 

E-Portfol io 

 

Journal/Blog 

 

Podcasting 

 

Friendship 
Request 

 

Social 
Networking 

 

Resume 

 

Plans 

INTEGRATION OF A LEARNING 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND A 

SOCIAL NETWORKING PLATFORM 

Principal Investigator: Chikumbutso Gremu 

Supervisor: Mici Halse 

Date: 24 th July, 2012 

1 



 Introduction 

 

 Why Integrating LMS and SNS 

 

 Init ial  Project Design  

 

 Problems Faced 

 

 Current Project Design  

 

 Project status 

 

 Next Steps 

 

 Questions 

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW 

2 



 Research Objectives 

 

 Investigate a variety of virtual learning functions offered by Mahara 

 

 Integrate LMS (Moodle) and SNS (Mahara) 

 

 Apply the integration to RUconnected 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

3 



LMS 

 Support formal learning 

 

 Focus on institution and 
course contents 

 

 

 Support creation and 
distribution of content 
by instructors 

SNS 

 Support informal learning 

 

 Learner-focused  - user 
interaction and their 
active participation in the 
learning process 

 

 Enable students to 
contribute in the creation 
of content 

 

WHY INTEGRATING LMS AND SNS 
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 Initial Plans 

 

 Investigate the previous work which integrated version 1.8 of Moodle 

and Version 0.8 of Elgg using Elgg integration block 

 

 Update Elgg integration block to work with latest version of Elgg and 

Moodle version 1.9+ 

 

 Implement the integration of Elgg and Ruconnected 

INITIAL PROJECT DESIGN 
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 Instructions to integrate Moodle and Elgg using Elgg 

integration block not accessible online  

 

 Forums for Moodle/Elgg integration no longer active 

 

 No traceable work being done on Moodle and Elgg integration 

 

 Changes made to Elgg from version 1.0 did not take into 

consideration integration with Moodle making integration 

dif ficult  

PROBLEMS FACED 
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 Integrate Moodle Version 1.9+ and Mahara version 1.5 

 

 Implement the Integration of Mahara and RUconnected 

CURRENT PROJECT DESIGN 
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 Mahara and Moodle have similar plugin systems and alot of 

underlying similarities in libraries; 

 

 Mahara was designed from the beginning to interface cleanly 

with Moodle; 

 

 Mahara has a tighter integration with Moodle through a single 

sign-on; and 

 

 Features of Mahara overlap with features of Elgg. The 

developers of Mahara replicated the features of Elgg in 

Mahara system. 

ADVANTAGES OF USING MAHARA 
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Implemented the integration 
of Moodle and Mahara in a 
test environment 

Investigated the features for 

Mahara developed to support 

learning 

PROJECT STATUS 
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 Implement the integration of Moodle (Ruconnected) and 

Mahara in a live environment 

 

 Data collection following the live implementation  

NEXT STEPS 
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QUESTIONS 
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