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INTRODUCTION

= Research Objectives

Investigate a variety of virtual learning functions offered by Mahara

Integrate LMS (Moodle) and SNS (Mahara)

Apply the integration to RUconnected



WHY INTEGRATING LMS AND SNS

LMS

SNS

= Support formal learning

® Focus on institution and
course contents

= Support creation and
distribution of content
by instructors

= Support informal learning

® Learner-focused - user
interaction and their
active participation in the
learning process

® Enable students to
contribute in the creation
of content



INITIAL PROJECT DESIGN

® |nitial Plans

Investigate the previous work which integrated version 1.8 of Moodle
and Version 0.8 of ElIgg using EIgg integration block

Update Elgg integration block to work with latest version of ElIgg and
Moodle version 1.9+

Implement the integration of Elgg and Ruconnected



PROBLEMS FACED

= Instructions to integrate Moodle and Elgg using ElIgg
integration block not accessible online

= Forums for Moodle/Elgg integration no longer active

= No traceable work being done on Moodle and ElIgg integration

= Changes made to Elgg from version 1.0 did not take into
consideration integration with Moodle making integration
difficult



CURRENT PROJECT DESIGN

= |[ntegrate Moodle Version 1.9+ and Mahara version 1.5

= Implement the Integration of Mahara and RUconnected



ADVANTAGES OF USING MAHARA

= Mahara and Moodle have similar plugin systems and alot of
underlying similarities in libraries;

= Mahara was desighed from the beginning to interface cleanly
with Moodle;

= Mahara has a tighter integration with Moodle through a single
sigh-on; and

= Features of Mahara overlap with features of EIgg. The
developers of Mahara replicated the features of EIgg in
Mahara system.



PROJECT STATUS

Implemented the integration Investigated the features for

o Mood_le Al Lo EEE s Mahara developed to support
test environment :
learning

Dashboard - Mahara e-portifolio - Mozilla Firefox

Moodle Learning Management System - Mozilla Firefox

6Dashboard-Maharae-porlifolio +
Q @ & 9 | § localhost

M Moodle Learning Management...

e [-)

& | ™ localhost,

[Most Visited v [ GettingStarted [ Latest Headlines v fi Most Visited v ttingStarted [JLatest Headlines v
Moodle Learning Management System You e logged n & Michele Obena (Logour) ChkuGremu | Setings® | 71 | Logaut
| English (en) | ma a Dp‘en‘Snume‘gPor%lnhn? ‘
) (mababaterb} o tik, tinking tosgh CEmETS Q
Calendar ]
My courses DESTSTEN Content | Portfolio | Groups
< July 2012 >
i i Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat ;
No courses in this category Chiku Gremu
1 23 4567 W I ;
89101 1213 u elcome s
1516 17 18 19 20 21 Mahara ePortfolio system is a fully featured elecironic portfolio system with social networking features to create online leaming )
2(nlu 5 5 a s communites,
293 A For more information you can read About [please ensure you afso edit this page] or altematively please feel free to contact us Online users USRI
Chiku Gremu
You can edit this text via "Edit site pages” in "Configure site” in "Site administation” 1 e
Network Servers = % ] #aminUser
Create and collect Organise Share and network Show all anline users

§ ;Iv{}hara e-portfolio

Develop your portiolio Showcase your portiolio Find friends and join groups

A " @

@ %
B, 1=
‘P @ ] Find friends Join groups

Update your profie. Upload your fies

7o Al
I Orgarise your portilio into pages. Create diferent i g“
pages for diferent audiences - you choose the A %

elements to include.

Network Servers @

+ Mo

You are logged in as Michelle Obama (Logout)

Create your  Publish a journal Control your privacy  Discuss topics

résum

Latest pages Recent activity

group page est [ Institution membership confirmation



NEXT STEPS

" Implement the integration of Moodle (Ruconnected) and
Mahara in a live environment

= Data collection following the live implementation
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QUESTIONS
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