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 Research Objective 

 

 Investigate the Educational Value of Integrating a Social Network 

Platform and a Learning Management System. 

 

 Peer Learning 

 

 Student-to-Student relationship (Academic and Non Academic)  

 

 Access to information (Contribution of content by students)  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
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LMSs 

 Mainly support formal 
learning 

 

 Main focus the distribution 
of course material  

 

 Content creation is l imited to 
staff, system administrators  

 

 Limited student-to-student 
interactions in the system 

SNSs 

 Support informal learning 

 

 User interactions and 

relationship management 

 

 Promote creation of 

content by users 

THE PROBLEM AND RESEARCH IDEA 
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Research Idea:  Integrating a SNS and a LMS will support 

      both informal and Informal Learning 



 Investigation of the students’ perceptions of academic use of 
social networking (Jahan, I. and Zabed Ahmed, S. August 
2012) 

 

 Investigated the students' use of Facebook at the University of 
Cape Town (UCT), as well as lecturers’ engagement with 
students on the social network  (Bosch, T.E. 2009) 

 

 Investigated the social impacts and implications of university 
students' online social networking using Facebook (Yu et al. ,  
2010) 

 

 Integration of Learning Management Systems with Social 
Network platforms (Rozac et al. ,  January 2012) 

RELATED WORK 

5 



 What is common in all these studies (except that by Rozac et al.) 

 

 Used common SNS (Facebook) (including that by Rozac et al.) (Adv) 

 

 Received positive responses 

 

 They used a questionnaire only. They did not use a social network system 

in the courses the respondents were taking.  

 

 

 Using SNS for Learning will provide a different angle of results  

RELATED WORK 
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Moodle – test 
RUconnected Mahara 

PROJECT DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 
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 System was implemented on a virtual machine and was tested 
with the CS1L2 students 

 

 Students used test Ruconnected to access course materials  

 

 Used Mahara for: 
 

 Organising and submitting their work to tutors 

 

 Collaboration on the practical assignments 

 

 Social Networking (Friendship Management)  

 

 Developed questionnaire and requested the students to give their 
feedback on the use of the integrated system 

PROJECT DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 
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 Use of Ruconnected 

 

 Mainly used as to access course materials  

 

 Students are not naturally using the features in Ruconnected 

designed for peer learning and interaction (e.g. Forums, Messaging)  

 

 Staff are not engaging students in peer assessment or activities 

which require them to interact using Ruconnected (Workshop, 

Forums) 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
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 Use of Mahara 

 

 Students did not use the social network features in Mahara in the 

same way they used other SNSs 

 

 The perception of the students is that social networking is for 

informal interactions rather that for academic use  

 

 The students had problems using Mahara 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
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IN GENERAL: The use of Social Network in 

the course did not make much impact on 

the students’ learning. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 



 28 August 2012  

 

 “This is my work for the 2nd excel prac. By the way i 

 think this social networking thing is going to far!!! Why 

 we cant hand in our work on through the normal 

 RUconnected page i don't know!!”  

 

 26 September 2012 

 

 “the wae i understand mahara nw ts a pitty we wnt use t 

 again”  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

12 



 

 No training was given to the students and tutors which led a low 
learning pace 

 

 The first weeks of the test the systems was only accessible on 
campus 

 

 

 There is a potential for social networking to make an 
impact if used for academic purposes if  

 the challenges mentioned above and other challenges are 
addressed; 

 social networking features are included as part of a LMS 
;and  

 students are encouraged and guided to their use.  

STUDY LIMITATIONS AND CONCLUSION 
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Create an application that works as a Facebook plugin and 

offers features tailored for education use but leverages o the 

strong popularity of Facebook. 

CONCLUSION AND FURTHER WORK 
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“how the students’ use of other tools for both formal and 

informal learning can affect their adoption of (similar) 

tools introduced to support learning.”  

CONCLUSION AND FURTHER WORK 
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QUESTIONS 
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